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moral government, we find certain instincts of mind;
such as conscience, a sense of responsibility, and an
approbation of virtue ; an innate desire of knowledge,
and an almost universal feeling of the necessity of
religious observances; while, in fact, Virtue is, on the
whole, rewarded, and Vice punished. And though
we meet with many and striking anomalies, yet it is
evident they are but anomalies, and possibly but
in appearance so, and with reference to our partial
i nformation.

These two systems, the Physical and the Moral,
sometimes act in union, and sometimes in opposi-
tion to each other; and as the order of nature certainly
does in many cases interfere with the operation of
moral laws (as, for instance, when good men die pre-
maturely, or the gifts of nature are lavished on the
bad), there is nothing to shock probability in the idea
that a great moral object should be effected by an
interruption of physical order.    But, further than this,
however physical laws may embarrass the operation of
the moral system, still on the whole they are subser-
vient to it; contributing, as is evident, to the welfare
and convenience of man, providing for his mental
gratification as well as animal enjoyment, sometimes
even supplying correctives to his moral disorders.   If,
then, the economy of nature has so constant a refer-
ence to an ulterior plan, a Miracle is a deviation from
k See Butler's "Analogy," Part}. Chap. iiL